EBallpark.com Launches a Grand Slam, Offers a New Era in Fantasy Gaming

Innovative Gaming Site Becomes an Official Fantasy Partner of Major League Baseball 
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Redmond, WA. – Next time a member of your hometown baseball team boots a grounder, throws a wild pitch or strikes out at the worst possible time, don’t kick the dog or yell at your spouse. Do something constructive: log on to eBallpark.com and manage your own Big League team. 

Launched in April, eBallpark.com gives gamers full control to build a fantasy team of major leaguers, construct a roster, set a batting order and pitching rotation and play ball against other gamers. Each game is simulated and animated on an at-bat by at-bat basis on the eBallpark.com Web site. 
A unique alternative to ordinary fantasy baseball games, the site offers a powerful simulation engine that gives users a highly-accurate representation of how real Major League batting stars would perform against the games best pitchers. And unlike old-style fantasy baseball offerings – where you’re simply a passive observer – at eBallpark.com, gamers can play ball live and in real time – matching wits against others who battle for nine innings to make the best strategic decisions to help their teams win. 

eBallpark.com offers a rich array of real-world statistics to help them make those decisions. Gamers can use information such as batting average vs. right and left-handed pitchers, strike-out ratings, speed and fielding information and much more data. Use this real-world performance information – which is dynamically updated on the eBallpark site – to make in-game substitutions or to walk or pitch around batters. Other capabilities allow gamers to monitor pitcher fatigue ratings, force bunts and increase the chances of home runs or strikeouts. 
Gaming Pioneers Endorse eBallpark

“As an inventor I always have my eyes open for new and cutting-edge ideas,” says Richard Garfield, the inventor of the wildly popular card game Magic and a member of eBallpark.com’s Board of Advisors. “eBallpark has the unique technology to offer baseball fans an unparalleled sense of control that provides the coolest way to get in the game. It’s truly a unique alternative to the many passive fantasy baseball games. You’ll feel like you’re right in the dugout making the tough calls.”  

Five free packs, each containing 14 Major League players, come with an initial subscription. Gamers can purchase additional packs and then analyze the real-world stats of those players to decide how to put together the most talented and successful roster. 
Players with less time for this kind of analysis can also use the site’s TeamBuilder facility to build a team with a single click. The nine inning games normally take about ten minutes to play interactively, or can be completed in Autoplay mode. 
“As rabid baseball fans, we designed eBallpark to be a game of strategy, skill and fun, and to give users the most exciting way to take advantage of their baseball smarts,” says Gene Kavner CEO and founder of Electronic Ballpark, Inc. “It’s the closest thing out there to managing a real team – without the stress of having a demanding owner like George Steinbrenner breathing down your neck,” Kavner notes. 
After each game, managers are rated and ranked based on their team’s performance, and the results are posted on eBallpark.com’s Web site. Top managers are displayed on a hall of champions list for everyone to see. Managers can be challenged every step of the way by playing others with better ratings. As their own rating increases, managers can compete to obtain the coveted title of Baseball Master, and can play in regularly-scheduled online tournaments for exciting prizes. 

“I urge baseball fans to try eBallpark,” says Peter Adkison, former CEO and founder of Wizards of the Coast, and a member of eBallpark.com’s Board of Advisors. “You don’t often see technology applied in such a unique and creative way. More importantly, the technology the eBallpark folks employ provides an unmatched user experience that will really blow people away – whether they’re novice or experienced gamers.” 
Major League Baseball Partner
eBallpark.com joins major media sites like ESPN.com, AOL, CBS Sportsline.com and Yahoo.com as one of Major League Baseball’s 2005 fantasy baseball partners. 
“eBallpark is one of the newest and most innovative sites in our lineup of fantasy baseball partners,” says MLB spokesman Gregg Klayman. “We’re pleased to add them to our roster, and we expect that eBallpark users will enjoy a true Major League Baseball experience.”
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